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Who and What is ISER???

 Located at the University of Alaska Anchorage 

 Established in 1961 by the Alaska Legislature

 ISER enhances the well-being of Alaskans and others, 
through non-partisan research that helps people 
understand social and economic systems and supports 
informed public and private decision-making.
 Focusing attention on critical economic and social issues in 

Alaska, the Arctic, and similar regions
 Engaging in basic and applied research leading to better 

understanding of those issues
 Disseminating knowledge through publications and other 

media, community involvement, public service, and 
teaching



Funding

 In 2017 ISER generated over 75% of its own budget

 General funds from the state are down from previous 
years 



What kind of projects do 
we work on?

Center for Behavioral Health Research and 
Services (CBHRS)



Examples of ISER products

 Publications

 http://www.iser.uaa.alaska.edu/publications.php

Mat-Su Borough in 1980s and Beyond 
(Research Summary No. 44)



ISER 
collaborations

 ISER is partnering with research Behavioral Health 
Research and Services (CBHRS)

 Find out how to make screening and counseling 
conversations about alcohol use as routine as 
talking about blood pressure and weight.   Focus is 
primarily the Mat-Su Valley.

 ISER component is to understand how broader 
implementation of routine conversations about 
alcohol use could affect Alaska’s economy and 
public health.



ISER 
collaborations

 ISER is partnering with the Alaska Center for 
Energy and Power (ACEP)

 ISER has been involved in energy research for 
several decades and data collected through ACEP 
can be used to better understand energy costs and 
the effect this has on Alaska’s economy and 
residents. 



How could you use ISER 
products?

 Use past information to predict future growth, 
energy costs, land use, etc.

 Make informed policy decisions such as where to 
allocate money

 Get more funding

 Answer questions residents might ask
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Data challenges???

 Rescuing past data 

 Proprietary issues

 Privacy issues

 Ownership and documenting sources

 Updating data that is ongoing in its data 
collection
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Workshop in November:
Reasons given for why community data 

is not available by data type 



Data challenges???

 Rescuing past data 

 Proprietary issues

 Privacy issues

 Updating data that is ongoing in its data collection

 Serving data in a usable and desirable form

 So many scattered sources of data

 Sustainable funding

THINK: Do these issues sound familiar?



How can we work 
together???

 Communicating what data is needed and why

 Reduce duplication of data collection

 Have data portals or websites with data “talk” to 
each other

 Work together to build projects the provide data or 
answer questions that interest funders


